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INDOCHINA 


I, Trensportation 
Mo Cverland and inland water routes from China 
1, gatlroads 

What is the maximum capacity for t two-way traffic; maximun imum pemmissahie 
axe loading; maximum gross and net train tonnage ¢ 2 on segments of iine limiting 
through capacity; estimated tonnages presently moving by railroad; transshipment 
facilities st transfer points: new construction and repair activities; status 
of disnantled rail segments on the lines: 

me Kunming-Nengtae~Laokay~Yen Bay? 

be Hanning-Pingsiang-Langson-Hanoi? 

co Status of reported railroad, Nanning-Lin Chow Yeninsula 

_ *recise details of the conditions limitin;, leads on these lines are not 
known, nor is there sufficient infomation to assess the tonnages presently 
MOVING. 

As regards new construction and repair, the line from Pisechai to Lackay 
is apparently not being restored, the Hanoi Langson railway is inoperative and 
portions of the roadbed are being used as a highway, and the Nanning-Pinesiang 
line is reportedly being extended to Chennankuan, Wo details are available on 
the progress of construction on the Nanning-Liu-Chow peninsula railway. 

<> Inland Waterways 
What is the uppe ¥ limitation of 1 navigation for shallow w draft vessels -- 


at low water? at high water? _ “hat ig the present number and i tonnage of vessels, 
mechanically powered and other, operating on these rivers? Are craft available 


to increase this traffic? If so, to what extent? 
a The Red River is navigable up to Laokay at high water by vessels 
drawing 7 feet. Beyond this point, numerous rapids obstruct navigation and the 


maximum draft is raducad to ? feet. 


se. 


ee 
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Peeeer 


bo The Clear River, whici forms the Red iver from the North at 
Viceb Tri, can be navigated up to Tuyen Quang, a distance of 62 miles, by 
vessels drawing about 2 fect. During the hichweter season this draft is 
increased to 5 fects above Tuyen Cuanc, sampans cen then navizate an adii- 
tional $5 miles. 

co Upver reaches of jost tiver, which flows into China. 4 tri~- 
Lutary of the Gost River, the Yu iver, flows through Caobanz in Indochina. 


rroa Caobang downstrean., this river is navigable by shallow draft nitive 


do On; Doc River (Srans Bassac), According to availacle sources, 
tis river is anproximctely ° feet deen and 40 feet wide as far as Ca Han 
and ites merger with the Gai Tau Uver near Khavk An. Throuwch its junction 
vith various connecting canals, *t furnishes accc:s to a larre rortion of 
the Trans-Bassac recion, and by the caral from .uan Lo te Phun Hep (8 feet 
Cvcop and 130 fcet wide) at Ca van iL is comected with tue Bascac iver. The 
exuc’ route of the upper river is nar confused by the conmeetlons with the 
nowork of canals in the area, To the northvest, & counection at Tan Loi links 
wilh the Canhvia iver, which jn tum is connected by a cansl route to the 
Bay of Jach Gia (minimm depth 5 feet, width 60 fcet). To the South, the ong 
toc ig connected by: everal river svotons 9» -mcluding the Bay Har, Cue Lou, 
Nuun” Keo, Ganh Hao, and Ly Thanh rivers ani tho conal from Ca Mau te Bac Lien 
(. feet deep, © fcet wide), All the ficures given are for low water, and are 
duted 19:5, With water firures acc not available. This rejion is nresontly 


held ty the Viet Minh. 


waa 
aune ene: 
a Ly ae Se, y TO, 
Tr sat Ce 
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There is no information regarding the musbers or sizes of craft 
available on the above rivers, but numerous sucil veseels are used in these 
arcas » 

3. Other routes capable of handlinz whceled traffic and those main routes 
Limited to buman and anime) 10": (particulerly the following: Hanoi-Laokays 
Hanol-Langson~dongdang-Caokang; Sept Pagodes-Moncay 3 Hanoi~ianjson—Nanning. ) 

| > New repair cond conctructon activities 
Information concornin.: repair anda construction activities 

of these routes is not available, 

b. Estim: ted tonnages presently moving over those routes and 

maximun capacity. 


Uotimted maximum tonnages that coulis de moved over the 
principal routes from China into Indochina are a. foliows: | 
The eastern croun of roads: 
Caobang-Tanoi 
Lanrson-Hanoi 
Honeay-Hanoi 1500 short tons/day 


The western [rovp of roads: 


Laoclkay-Hanoi 
Hagiang-Hanoi 450 short tons/day 


fn estimate of tounuses presently moving over these routes is 
not available. 


Bb. Overseas Toutes from Clrina 


cca routes utilised by the 


what arc the principal Chinese Sonmmnists 


to formy suvplice from Nainan Island ond South China to the Viet Minh 
in 


controlled areas of Victnam? iictincted tonnages piocentiy noviny vie 


these routes? Ustim.ted maxirm capacity via those rewes? 


Several overseas routes have been used for fermring supplic: from China 


to Viet *“Sinh-controlled areas; Mowover, all have <ininished in immortance due 
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to improved land sunply routes between China and the Viet tinh territories. 

The air and nevi.l blockade imposed by,the French clon, Une coast of Indochina 

has also increased the rel:..tive danger of the see routes. It is believed 

that practically all of the material reaching Viet Minh forces from China is 

now shinped. by land routes, 

The principal sea routes are: 

1. From Mong Konc, Macac, or Commmnist Chinese ports to Thailend 
by legitinate shipyvins and thence from Thai. ports clandcstinoly by 
small craft alon,; the coast to the nearest point on the coast of 
Gambodias thence alons to the inland waterways of Cochin China to 
final destinations, This voute is not now believed to carry any 
considerable traffic due to the restrictions of the Thai coverrs 
ment as oll as toe the blockading efforts of tho FPronch anc the 
Associated States, 
2. Prom the Canton arca +0 the Tonticin Delta region, with nrossible 
relays at such points as Fort Bayard and Pei-hai (Pak-hoi}. From 
Tung-hsing (Tung-hing) cargoes are woved in short nizht stages 
close to the coast, French air recormnaissance tends to restrict 
the size of the vessels engazed in the trafic alon;; the Indo— 
chinese coast to small crart casily hidden or beached and canoun= 
flaged durin. the da time. The coast route also probabl: involves 
goods carried via lund routes in China to Pak-hoi 5» lngeheing and 
Moncay and thon transaliinped long the coast by the Viet tinh in 
snall eref. This revte probably vould te vest suited te the 
supply of small Viet Minh units oncretin: alon; the vatorwas of 
the Lowor Torin Telta. 
3e From the Cantona.va to the Tonicin and Annam coasts, via Hainan 


and Wei-Chou Island, by motorized sea~coing junks o: Zast vedettes 
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S-B-C"} LeT 


on ort wet am tere bd 


across vhe Gulf of Tonkin. Yulin is the most frequently aattoned of 

the Hainan ports. 

4. From the Tonicin arca to Southern Viet Minh-leld areas: ~ Sone 

material arrivin: both by the a?orementioned routes and by inlond 

routes is carricd by combinations of coastal sea routes and inland 

routes in stages alon~ the coast of Annan, French naval and air 

surve Lance. lar ely restricts the use of these roites to short 

nicht hauls, 

5. From Canton to Hainan to Paracel Islands to Ccntral Annam coast 
is Se route by which some small amount os triffie may ours 

No estimate is available of the tonnajes moving alon?: the 

verlo B sea routes. x» variotr of tynes of snall craft onza.9 in 

the traffic, but Frene’: navel and air surveillance ercatly restricts 

dtc volune. Any esvimte of the canecity of tuese rates would neve 

4o tako into consideration the Sitoctivenves of the blockade imoosed 

against it as well as the relutive advantages avbached to its use. 

So lon- as Suc “ict Minh are able to transvort most of the trarfic 

from China by Ices dangerous land routes they arc unlixecly to risk 

losing a considerable pcreentare of the goods curried on hazardous 

sea ro-tes, Should tho French succced in interruptin, a portion of 

the traffic herded by the presently-developod lund roites, increase’? 


traffic eb sea cod urobably be expected. 
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%. Airfiel ds 


i. that is the present state of Franco-Vietnamese and Viet Minh 


airfields? What are the lengths and load bearing capacities of these 
airfields? what are the fuel storage facilities and what is the extent: 
of fuel stockpiling? What are the maintenance and repair facilities? 


a. Franco-Vietnamese Airfields <= 


Name. Class “ Coordinates Users Deseription 
Ban Me Thuet a/F 5 12-0N FAF 4,425 ft. natural surface runway, 
10803 weight-bearing, 26,000 lbs; drum 
fuel storage, 
Battambang A/F 5 13--06N FAF and Good 3,930 ft. Lemporary rumvay,; 
103-15E Civd) Air. weichtebearing, Cml)7. 
; lines 
Bien Hoa A/F L L0=57N FAF 5,000 ft. temporary runway, weight. 
106-1,9E bearing, light bombers; taxiways; 
parking aprons; hangars; major ree 
pairs; drum fuel storage. 
Cap St Jacques A/F 5 LGe22N FAF and 3,930 ft. temporary runway, weight. 
LO7..OSE Civil Air- bearing, 26,000 lbs.; taxiwaya. 
lines 
Fir, on(Dalat/Lien L 21-150 FAF and 4,570 ft. permanent runway, weight 
Khang) A/F 108.2 3E French Civil bearing, C~)73 taxiway, parking 
Airlines apron; limited radic; lamited drum 
storage. 
Dong Hoi A/F 5 17~30N FAF and Good 3,000 f+. temporary runway, 
; 1L06--35L Civil Air~ 3,000 lb. weight-bearing capacity. 
lines 
Bo Sen A/F 5 20-138 FAF 3,60 ft, new permanent runway, 
L06-L:7E weight-bearing, Light transport; 
taxiways; parking apron; ik fuel 
tanks of 20,000 gal. capacity each 
Haiphong/Cat Bai A/F 3 ; 20-19 FAF and 5,700 ft. good, permanent run. 
106-135 Civil. Air~ way being extended to 7,996 ft. 
lines weignte-bearing, C-5) and jet 
fighters; radio and Limited lishte 
ing; hangar; 1,603,000 gal. fuel 
tank storaze, lurgest a/f storage 
an Indochina; minor repairs. 
Haiphong /Kienan A/F 20 FH FAF New arrfield; 5,900 ft. permanent 
106233E rumray, weight-bearing, 60,000 
ios.3; taxiways; revetments; paru« 
ing apron. 
flanoi/Bac Mai A/T L 2150N FAF ard 3,940 ft. permancnt runway, weight- 
1O5-50E French Civil bearin:, C-)?; taxiways; parking 
Airlines aprons; hangars; Limited radio; 
drum fuel storare; repair facilie 
ties. 
«6-> 


S*E-C-Re eT 
$ ReEet 


ee 
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* Class 1 
Permanent runways 7,000 feet or more in length able to sustain 
mediua bomber operations. 
Class 2? 
Permanent runways 6,000 feet or more in length able to sustain 
Limited medium bomber operations. 
Class 3 | 
‘Runways 9,000 feet or more in length potentially able to sustain 
mecium=-bomber operations. 
Class 
Runweys 4,000 feet or more in length which can be used by light 
transports and conventional fighters, | 
Class 5 
Runways 2,000 feet or more in length; airfield operational or 
potentially important. 


-6a- 


PES-DEAL 
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#. Franco- Vietnamese Airfields -- (cont'd) 
eee eee MOS E Airiields = (cont'd 
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Naime Class Coordinates Users Deseriy tion 
Hanoi/ii Lam A/F k 21-03N PAF, French, 4,220 ft. permanent. mumay, 
105-538 and U, S., weicht-bearing, o-5l; taxiway; 
Civil Air~ radio; livhtings drum fuel store 
lines age; minor repairs; hanvzars, 
Hue a/? k 16-28 FAF and 4,260 ft. temporary runway, 
107.1418 Civil Air~ weight-bearing, C-47?3 radio facil- 
Lines ities; limited drum fuel storars;3 
hangar. 
Kompong Chiiany A/F yy L2-1L4N FAF 5yh25 ft. temporary runway, 
10i;.39F weight-bearing, C+5l in ery season 
parkins apron. 
Krakor A/F L Lo_32N FAF 5,600 ft. temporary rumay , 
‘LO),-jO07E weight-bearing, 90,000 lbs, in dry 
weather; taxiways., 
Tuang Prabang A/T? 5 19-53N FAF 3,120 ft. natural--surface rurway z 
10208 weight-bearing, O-l|? in dry 
weather. 
Nha Trang A/F 3 12.146 FT and 2 permanent rumrays, 5,920 ft. and 
109.11E French Civil 3,810 ft. lon:, swith 40,000 Ih, 
Airlines weight-bearing capacity; taxiwayss; 
parking apron; radios Limited 
lighting; POL in undergrourd tanks 
Inajor FAF repair. 
Oudeng A/F 5 11--52N FAF 5900 ft. temporary runway, weight. 
10h1,21 bearing, C-5h; taxiway; emergency 
£ ield. 
Pakse A/F i 15~06N FAF 4,000 ft. temporary runway, weizht. 
LOS 7E (limited use) bearing, C-l; limited radio; 
minor repair. 
Phan Thiet A/F 5 1O=54N FAF 3,280 ft. temporary runway, 
LOE L. weight-bearing, C=h7. 
Phnom Penh A/F 3 12338 FAP and # permanent rumvays, 5,300 ft. and 
LOh.-SLE French Civil 3,680 ft, long, with weight 
Airlines bearing capacitice of 60,000 Ibs. 
anc. 30,000 lbs., respectively; 
taxiways; parking aprons; radio é 
limited lighting; POL; one of best 
fields in Indochina. 
Savannakhet A/? 5 16-,0N FAF and Two 3,930 fl. permanent rwmays, 
105-00E French Civil weight-bearing, C-l\?3; taxiways; 
Airlines — parking aprons; limited radio; 
POL available, 
Siem deap A/F ly 13=25N Limited FAF 5,160 £t. temporary runway, 
L03-1,9E and Civil weight-bearing, C-4,7. 
Airlines 
Soe Trang A/F 5 Gee 35N Civil Aire Good 3,930 ft. permanent runway, 
105-576 lines and weight-bearing, C#l:73 Limited 
limited FAF drum fuel storage. 
i 
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a, Franco~Vietnamese Airfic 


, wane 


a es eatin 


Tan Con Nhut A/F 


Tche Pone A/F 


Thu dau Mot A/F 


Tourane A/F 


Vientiane A/¥ 


be 


Name 


S eeieieeiad 


Bac Kan A/F 
Cay Seng A/F 
A/F 


Na Giaenr 


Lang fon A/F 


Lao Kay A/F 
Thad Nguyen A/F 


Keb fF 


Tong 678 


ee 
Vink Pf & 


Class 


3 


WA 


soordinates 


10-)8N 
106-39E 


16~43N 
106<11LE 


LO—59N 
106-22 


16~02h 
108-221 


17-55N 
102~33E 


Viet [Ninh Airfields .< 
week nn Airiielas 


Class 
5 


WL 


b. 


LA 


a wild 
Daeleoly ol} 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : Cl 


lds -~» (eont! ad) 


i 
ait 


“he 


ous 


Users 


FAF, domes— 


tic, and 


foreign air- 


lines 


PAF 


FAF Cemer= 
rency uce 
only) 


FAF and 
Civil Aire 
lines 


F AP 


Coordinates Gontrolled By 

22e096N Viet ltinh 
105-501, 

22—_K 11 Viet Linh 
106-1 

22m5 2K Viet Minh 
LOSE 

21-508 Viet Ttinh 
106—1)61; 

22~29N Viet “inh 
103-535 

216378 Viet ‘Linh 
105~56E 

22—1)N Viet Minh 
106.2298 

21-70 Viet Minh 
105-201; 

L6ekh Viet Minh 
L051 0F 

a» Ge 
S-E-C-R-E-T 
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far yey ost a. 
Decoription 


2 permancnt runmisays, 5,707 ft. 
and 5,250 ft. lonz, with 93,900 
ib, Wiight-bearing capacity; tax 
Ways; parking apron, radio arxt 
lighting; 12 hangars; 25,900 cal, 
-of fuel in surface tanks; $ unden 
ground tanks; 5,000 gal, oil stor. 
ages 590,000 gal.fuel storage ir: 
“aigon; major repairs; best and 
most important field in indochina 


@ temporary runways, 4,090 ft. ax 
3,300 ft. lont, with 23,000 1b. 
weight-bearing capacity. 


5,240 ft. permanent rurefay , 
weight-bearing, 60,000 lbs. 


3 permanent rumvays, 6,820 ft., 
5,900 ft., and 2,340 ft. long, 
each with 30,900 lbs. weight. 
bearing capacity; taxiway; paric, 
ing area; limited radio and 
lishting; tank and drum fuel 
storaze; drum oil storage; hangar; 
minor repairs: best airfield in_ 
central Indochina, 


£ excellent temporary runways, 
3,670 ft. and 2,950 ft. long, witi 
C-5l, weight-bearing capacity in 
dey scason; taxiways; radio; 
Livited fuel and oil drum storaze; 
hangar; minor repair, 


Deserip tion 


2,70G ft. natural-surface rumay, 
weight-bearing, Licht aircraft, 


2,400 ft. natural-surface rumay , 
We .chtebearing, 23,000 lbs. 


2,000 ft. natural-surface runway , 
wei :ht-bearing, licht aircraft. 


3,606 ft, natural-surface rursray, 
weisht-bearing, C#l73 presently 
eratered, 


2,030 ft. natural-surface rumyray ; 
weight-bearing, C-l:7. 


2,090 ft. natural~surface rumvay 4 


2,400 ft. natural-surface ruryay, 
Weivit-bearin; capacity, 23,000 


y lbs. 


4,160 ft, Laterite rumwayy taxi« 
Waye, parking arcas. 


5,100 ft. laterite rumWay; par- 


tially destroyed; taxiways, revet. 


ments. 
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2, What, is the present state of Uhinese Communist airfields within 


operational distance of the Tonkin Delta? What are the lengths and ios 
bearing capacities of these airfields? What are the fuel storage facilities 


and what is the extent of fuel stockpiling? What are the maintenance and 
repair facilities? 


Nance 


Chan<31. A/F 


Chenz-kung A/F 


Fess 
fs Laka ee ts 
Chea Ne deers oy a 


(Yamchow; 
byhetang A/i 


Funenine A/T 


Li-chia-tsun A/F 


' Lueliang A/F 


Liu=Chou A/F 


la GeP ing Af Pr 


Class Goordinates 
L 25 03EN 
103~);7E 
2 2).51N 
102--\5E 
q 21-57%: 
Loge JOL 
3 25—1354 
LEG LOE 
2 25001! 
: 1020455, 
3 25=1L1N 
LLO-@19E 
2 25e00N 
103233E 
2 hel TH 
LOG? 3E 
4 21.59H 
LOl,-21E 


aJ= 


Users 


CCAF 


{Chinese Com- 


Deseription 


59900 ft. permanent rumway, 
weignit-pearin:, Be2uy, taxiways 


mimist Air Foree} parkin: aprons; fucl-storaze; 


Be2o 


CCAF 


CCAF and 
Civil Aire} 
lines 


Not used 
Since vorld 
var IT 


Former [@' 
field, not 


currently in 


not cur 
in use, 


limited radios hangars. © 


B,536 ft. permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, "c?; taxiwaysr 
parking prons. 


4,500 ft. temporary rumay, 
weight-bearins, convert.ondles 
fichter aireraft, uncerground 
gasoline jumps reported along 
Tung diver opposite airfield, 


6,560 ft. permanent runway, easily 
rehabilitated for use by jete 

fighter aircraft; parkinz aprons; 
limited radio; drum fuel sterare. 


Two 7,200 ft. permanent runways, 
weizhi-bearing, 3-29 and jet- 
Tighter alreraft; taxiway, parking 
aprons; radio and lirhting, 9? fuel 
Storaze tanks; hangars, repair 
facilities. 


5,530 ft. temporary runways 
parking aprons, taxiways. 


11,290 ft. permanent muway, 
Weijit-bearing, 169,000 lbs.; two 
5,240 2%. permanent rumways; can 
support fighter aircraft; taxiways 
parking, aprons; could sasily be 
rehabilitated for mediumbomber 
operations. 


7,540 ft. permanent runway; 
weight-bearing, C-Sh; tactways; 
parkiny aprons; linited radic; 
hangars, iasily rehabilited for 
use by jceteaircraft, 


7,300 ft. permanent rumray, 
weifgit-bearing, CaS; taxiways; 


use. 
CCAF 

In use by 
C=5h trans~ 
ports during 


world War IT. 
Not currentiy 
in use, 


ty 


parking aprons, 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


Lame 
pathmetbod 


Henv=tzu A/P 


Narening A/T 


Saneya A/F 
(Hainan Tslond) 


Tanechuehsu A/F 
{Taneira) 


Nueming A/i 


Yang-tang A/F 


Polo A/F 
(fainan Island} 


Chtiungeshan A/F 
- 


(faikou) 


' Tha nem 
“sult ae teste ee tnd 


Cee ENP apt MN 


fre 


4 


Wi 


h 


a ae ee 


Coordinates 


23-20N 
40 3225E 


22-198 
100-218 


23-5 3N 
106-295 


10-178 
109-265 


2302911 
110.328 


23-LL0 
LOGH15L 


Ce] 21 
110-10: 


1836 
106182 


20-03 
110-201 


Not. believed 
currently in 
use 


COAF 


Not in use. 


CCAF 


CCAF 


CCAF 


Not in use 


GCAF 


Besemption 
ore Es: 


5,240 ft. permanent rumvray. 
weightebearin:, C-h7; taxiways; 
parking aprons; hangars: drum 
fuel stora,e; radio and limited 
ligrhting. 


6,000 ft. pernanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 75,000 lbs.: 
taxiway; parkins aprons; 
construction reported; but never 
confirmed. 


5,030 ft, permanent runways 
weight-bearing capacity, C6; 
taxiways; parking aprons unider~« 
ground fuel tanks and open drun 
storares; minor repair facilitiese 


Two permanent rumrays, 4,650 ft, 
ami 3,00 ft. lon, weighte 
bearing, S54; taxiways; parking 
aprons; hangars. 


6,560 ft, permanent mumway, 
weight-bearing, ClO; taxiways. 


3,900 ft. persnent musay; fuel 
storate facilities, 


6,565 ft, permanent rurway, 
weithtebcurinas, U=47%s limited 
radio, parkin: aprons, 


Two pernanent runways, 4,920 ft. 
and 3,93) ft. in lengths weipht- 

she, ere Ee en pe eae 
bearing, u—:7; taxiways; parkin,: 
apron. 


Two 4,900 ft. permanent runways, 
weight~vearing, C-\G; taxiway; 
parking aprons; hangars; limited 
radio; drum fowl storere; minor 
repair, 
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1. What are the berthing, lighterage, anchorage, and repair facilities 
for the following ports: Saigon, Tourane, Hue, Phnom Penh, Hanoi, Haiphong, 
Hongai, Cuengyen, Vinh, and others of importance? For the principle ports on 


Hainan? For the principal Chinese ports from Liv Chow Peninsula to the Indo- 


china border? 
(a) satcow: 
The following ia the berthage capacity at Saigon: 
Alongside Cargo Berths = 8 Liberty, 4000", 31-16° draft 
2 Cl-M, 790’, 32-18" draft 
lighterage, 2600", 16-9! draft 
Fixed Mooring Berthe - 12 Liberty 
Tanker Berths = 150, 25° draft 
5 250', 13! draft 
Naval Berths = 1 390" DD 
1 28 5S 
6 221" aM 
k 98% AMS 
1 60* PT 
Estimated military port capacity: 7,500 leng tons of general 


cargo per 2h-hour day 


There are sbout 220 lighters, 1,600 junke, and barges with a total of 
100,000 tons capacity. Cargo to be discharged 1s usually transferred from 
vessele berthed alongside the wharves, but cargo to be loaded (especially 
rubber and rice) is usually transferred from barges to ocean-goirg vessels 
moored in the midstream berths. 

There is no anchorage available except at the entrance to the port, near 

Gap St. Jacques. Repairs of all types can be performed. There are two 
graving docks and two floating drydocks, but drydock facilities are limited 


to veseols of the size of an LST. 
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Machine shops and foundries are availablo at the Naval Arsenal, There 
are four merine railways. Divers and diving gear, including deep sea 
equipment, are available. There are no salvage tugs. 

(b}) TOURANE: 

The Public Works wharf has a useable length of 140 meters (June 1952). 
An additional 103 meters of reinforced concrete are now under construction and 
are scheduled for completion in October 1952. 

Tanker berths: i anall tanker, 1 tanker barge. 

There are two mooring buoys in the Tourane River. 

Cargo is discharged to lighters at the anchorage. 

The following harbor craft are maintained at the ports four tugs, six 
barges of 150 ton capacity each, four barges of 50=ton capacity each, and 20 
wooden lighters of unknown capacity. | 

Egtimated military port capacity: 950 long tons per 2l~hour day. 

Vessels of light or moderate draft may anchor about 400 yards south-eastward 
of Observatory Island, in about 34 fathoms, mud, or mud and shells, with 
protection from all winds. Yeesels of deep draft should anchor westward of the 
point on which Cbeervatory Light is located, in depths of 6 to 8 fathoms, which 
is a more exposed position during the northeast monsoon. 

Some repairs can be effected at the railroad workshops and at the shops of 
the antomobile transport company. 

(c) HUEs 

There are no lighters nor alongside berthing facilities except for 
amall craft. 

There is good anchorage about i miles 16 degrees from North Fort, 
in a depth of about 10 fathoms, sand, but it is very insecure during the north 
east monsoon. 

There are no repair facilities at te. 

(d) PHNOM PENH: 

Vessels ususliy berth at the wharves, although cargo is occasionally 
handled by lighters at the anchorage. The principal wharves available for 


overseas vessels ares; one concrete jetty (railroad wharf) of about 275° of 


wi2— 
S-E-C= 1-SeF 


ee a 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


Approved For Release 2001/0841 CfA: RiH92B01090R000300020023-8 


berthing space; three floating landing steges 125'-195" long; additional 
provisional landing stages which can be set up on short notice; and two 
private jetties capable of handling anall coastal tankers, 

There are two wharf cranes and.four mobile cranes having a capacity 
of 1é-5 tons. There are no floating cranes. 

The port has three tugs, the largest of which is 150 horsepower, There 
are five lighters available; two of 150 ton capacity, one of 50 ton capacity, 
and two of 25 ton capacity. | . 

Vhereas vessels are customarily berthed at the port, anchorage is 
permitted in the Tonle Sap River, within the limits of the port. 

Only minor repairs, such as the repair of electrical equipment, can be 
perfommed. ‘here is a small machine shop but there are no foundries, heavy- 
duty cranes, drydocks, marine railways, diving equipment, or salvage tugs. 

(e) Havors | | 

Hanoi has 2,790" of wharfage. Coastal vessels moor to buoys in the 
stream; four such berths are available. 

Numerous sampans and junks are available for lighterage, 

Gmali vessels can anchor south of Hon Sup, @ small island, in 3-3/h 
fathoms, The anchorege area within the port is to the southward of Doumer 
bridge in 3 fathoms. 

There arg no repair facilities in the port. 

(f) HATPHONG: 

The main wharf, with a depth of 10°22: alongside, has berths for 
two Cl-M 350° long and a 2 si00* lighter wharfage. There is one tanker barge 
berth and one 350' DD berth. The present condition of the wharves is good, 

The mooring buoys in the river at Haiphong provide 7 berths, 4 for C14 
and 3 for coastal-type vessels. 

Several tugs and a large nunber of lighters with capacities up to 100 tons 
are avaliable. 

Oniinary repairs to hull and machinery can be effected. There are available 


6 small «raving docks, the largest of which can accommodate an LST. 
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(g) HONGATs 
There are three coal loading berths, a coal lighter wharf, and a 
jJatty for small ships in the port. The three coal berths have 16 to 21 feet | 
alongside. 

There are several coal lighters at Hongai. 

Vessels can take anchorage southward of the entrance to Port Courbet. 

Two mooring buoys are laid in Port Courbet,. 

. There is a workshop at Hongai with forges, foundries, and fitting shops, 
and the repairing of ships is undertaken, 

Ch) QUAUGYSte 

Loading and unloading ie accomplished by lighters only. Anchorage 
is available, but there are no repair facilities. 

(4) Vos 

Benthui, located 10 miles up the Song Ka, is the port of Vinh. 

There are four wharves with high-water depths of 63 feet to 10 feet 
alongside. At low water vessels will cround on thse mud. 

Theres is no information on lightors, 

Good anchorage in a depth of k} fathoms may be obtained abreast of the 
tide cauge at Benthui. Vessels drawing 9 feet can anchor about 110 yards off 
the wharves. 

The railroad shops can perform repairs. It is reported that a shipyard 
for the construction of wooden ships is located hers. 

(3) BANGOTs 

A pier with o Tehead extends 1,300 yards southward from Zoncon, a 
point close eastward of Bangot. There is a depth of 17’=21' at ite extremity. 
i fixed mooring for one suall coaster is available. 

There are no lighters at Bangoi, except for junks and sampanse 

There ig no difficulty in entering, and vesaels can anchor anywhere in- 
the harbor, according to draft. The best place is on the eastern side, 
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northward of the entrance, off the amall piers. The holding ground is 
good, but a position should not be taken too near the shore as the locality 
is subject to on-shore squalls. 

There ere no repair facilities at this port. 

(k) CAM PHA PORT: 

The coal wharf is 98 feet long and has a least depth of 26 fest 
slongside, There is also a lighter wharf 530 fect long with berthage facilities 
for five lighters, but it dries up at low water. fA fixed mooring for 1 small 
coaster-type vessel is available. 

There are no Lighters at. Cam Pha Port. Lighters are brought, ea needed, 
from Haiphong. 

Good anchorage in capths of 33 to 5% fathoms may ba taken in the northern 
port of the channel, The swinging room is limited tc a radius of 165 yards. | 

Theres are minor repair facilities at this porto 

(2) PET=Li, BATIAN: 

fhe wharves, which occupy most of the waterfront, provide 2,)h5 
linear feet of berthing space consisting of a main mole (1,200 by 500 feet), 
two small piers (150 by 25 feet and 130 by 25 feet), and a construction mols 
(275 by 350 feet). The berthing facilities will accomodate five standard 
coasters and eight lighters with depths of from 6 to 8 feet alongside. 

There are no free-swinging berths in the harbor. Anchorage for large 
vessels outside the harbor is fully exposed, but small craft can find shelter 
in the leo of Yu-lin-chou. 

Numerous small craft are available in the harbor. 

No data are available on repair facilities. 

{m) YU--LIN-SAN-YA, HAINANs 

The wharf facilities provide 2,890 linear feet of berthing space of 
‘which 1,310 linsar feet have depths from 26 to 30 fest, 1,250 linear feet have 
depths fron 20 to 25 feet, and 330 linear feet have copths from 6 to 19 feet. 
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The berthing facilities will accommodate one Liberty=type vessel, two 
Cl-MeAV1l-type vessels, sleven lighters, and one tanker. 

Anchorage facilities are dparentay quite adequate in depths of at 
least 20 feet over wood holding ground. 

Thare ie no infornation availsble on harbor craft. 

Some snall-boat repair work can be accomplished. 

(n) PST-HNT, CHINA: 

The only Chinese port from Liu Chow Peninsula to Indochina for which 

there is any information is Pei~hai. 

The harbor is 24 nautical miles long end } nautical mile wide outside 
the 3efathom curve; it is 18 to 27 feet desp. The entrance is open. 

Anchorags is open to shiv, There are ten Class III free-swinging terths. 
(Clase m has a diamoter of 300 yards and a 20 foot depth). 

There are no wharves, piers, quays, or other landing facilities, 
lighters and sampans land on a bsach. 


There is no other information available on this port, 


2. What are the conditions of the channels and approaches to these ports 
and what nevigational aids are now being maintained? What recent obstructions 


to navigation are known to exist? 
On most of these ports information has been drawn from Hydrographic 


Office Publication No. 125, 1937, with 1950 supplement. For more detail on 
navicational aids at these ports see this publication. 
(a) sazcon: 

The Saigon River is the channel used by ocean-going vessels bound 
for Saigon, Navigation of the river is restricted to vessels of such drafts 
as can be taken over the Goral Bank, an obstruction in the river about half -way 
between the entrance and Saigon, on which the least depth in the fairway ia 
23 feet. Coral Dank has been dredzed to provide a chanel 16) yards wide and 
194 feet deep on the range line in the shoalest section. 

There are several wrecks in the channel which are marked by a green 
buoy and a white buoy. 

In 1945, it was reported that the harbor had been practically cleared of 
wrecks. | ; 

There are beacons, buoys, and lights to mark the channel; a signal station 


ig located at Nhabs, 9 miles below Saigon. 
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(b) TOURANEs 
The entrance of Tourane Bay has depths of 10 to 12 fathoms, and the 
depths decrease gradually to the head of the bay, where the 5-fathom curve 
iz about one mile from the shore. 

Outsice the S-fathom curve is Canton Rock, which lies on the southeastern 
side of the entrance 650 yards from shore. ‘The rock has two heads; one dies 
two feet and the other is covered with one foot of water, A black conical 
. buoy marks the northeastern side of the rock, but is frequently carried away by 
the sea. A stranded wreck lies about } mile southeastward of Observatory Light, 
Another stranded wreck, which is marked by a black and white buoy, lies about 
1-3/, miles westward of the light. There is also one capsized vessel off 
Customs Pier (Appontement des Douanes). Deptha of less than 3 fathoms extend 
one mile off the month of the Tourane River. The Tourane River is obstructed 
by a bar, above which, abreast the town of Tourane, there are depths of 12 to 
2h feet. A channel, protected by a dike, has been dredged across the bar to 
a depth of 1h feet. The channel is marked by lighted beacons, and there are 
three unlighted beacons in the river above the bar. In 1947, it was reported 
that vessels drawing more than 11 feet should not attempt te enter the channel 
except when absolutely necessary, and then only during fine weather. 

(c) HUE: | 

The fe River discharges through a low shore 23 miles northwestward 
of Chonmay Bay, About 7 miles up the river is Hue. The river is suitable only 
for gall craft. The best marks at Hus River are Horth Fort, upon which there 
4s a flagstaff, and the beacons for leading over the bar. | 

There are no dangers in the anproach, but the lead should be kept going. 

The entrance is about 200 yards wide with a depth of about 7 feet and is 
fronted by a bar that oxtends about one mile seaward and has about the sam: 
depth. The controlling harbor dopth is only 3 feet. 

An obstruction hae been placed at the entrance to Hue River, so that 
Thueanan Pass is now impracticable. 


A natives pilet can be obtained. 
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(da) PHNOM PENH: 

The controlling depth during the low water stage is 5 meters at 
high tide. ‘There are no special limitations. 

A station at Cap St. Jacques communicates ty international flags and 
flashing light. There are no signal stations which furnish information on 
subjects such as weather and traffic. 

There is no other information on this port. 

(o) Hanor: 

Ths main channe] to Hanoi lwads through the Lach Dal, thence it 
follows the course of the Song Dai, the Canal de Phu ly and the Song Ka to 
Hanoi, The entrance is fronted by a dangerous bar and drying sandbanks which 
extend 7 miles off shore, The seaward end of the channel through the banks 
lies 5 miles east and 1 mile south of Ilon Ne, a small island which provides the 
best landmark for inward bound vessels, Depth on the bar is 9 feet at high 

water, but tho channel deepens immediately inside the river. Vesgels of 9 
feet draft may navigate the channel at high water; at low tide they cannot 
proceed bayond Phu ly. 

hare igs no informabion on navigational aids or obstruction to navigation, 

(£) HATFHONGs 

Since the silting up of the Cua Cam, vessels of scabies draft use 
the Cua Nam Trieu, and then passing through the Maritime Canal they onter the 
Cua Cam about miles belew Naiphong. ‘he depth in the dredged channel across 
the bar is 18 feet, and the bettom is composed of fairly hard muddy sand. 
Under optimum conditions, using favorable tides, a ship drawing 23 feet can 
proceed to Haiphong and berth alongsice. 

Lepths of 3 fathoms have been reported on and southward of the bar range 
in en area 5.7 to 7 miles from the front light. Depths of 1-3/k fathoms are 
also located on the rangs about 24 miles from the front Light. Less water 
than charted has also becn reported for about 1 mile above tie junction of this 
range with the next chamel range, 

The dredging of the river and the channel across the bar is carried on 
only during the northeast monsoon. while the dradging is stopped the channel 


across the bar gradvally fills to a minimm depth of about 16 feet at lowest 


‘low water, This is the lewest depth observed during the year and occurs in October. 


“18h. 
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In May 1949, a vessel drawing 18 feet 10 inches crossed the bar on a 
rising tide and observed a depth of 2] feet iy tnehew. According to the 
Haiphong pilots a vessel drawing 19 fest 8 inches can always cross the 
bar on the next tide. Vessels frequently go in and out at night, as the 
channel is well lighted, cept that lights of some buoys have been 
extinguished due to Vist tinh action. 

Maritime Canal is an artificial cut through the middle of Dinh Vu 
Island, It is nearly 1 mile long and has a low-water depth of 18 feet. 

The navigable width of the canal is 300 feet. 

In the harbor, the only obstruction is a wreck of a floating drydock 
lying awash east of Transit wharf and clearly visible. 

A light marks the position of a stranded wreck about 4 mile westwerd 
of the front range light that leads up the first reach of the Kua Nam Trieu. 
An obstruction, over which there is a uepth of + fathom, lies on the north- 
eastern side of the channel over the bar about six miles southeastward of 
the front range light. 

Pilotage is comoulsory and necessary because of uncertain depths. 

(g) HONGATs 

A dredged channel, marked by five red conical buoys, leads across Halong 
Bay from near Surprise Island to the deep-water area off Hongat.. 

faselin Chsmmel is the deepest route to Hongai. The general depths are 
not less than 15 feet except in one area where the depth is 12 feet. 

Lights are exhibited along Hamelin Channel. Beacons and buoys are also 
displayed in the area. 

The channel through the bar southward of Chemal and Repos Islets in 19))6 
had a depth of 12 fect and a bottom of eoft mud. At, thie depth a vessel 
drawing 19 feet could negotiate the channel at half tide and ons drawing 26 
feet at high water. These tuo channels are marked by buoys, and pilots are 
avallableo 

(1) 

Quangyen is a river port 9 miles above Haiphong. The controlling depth 


rope 
Toe 


of the entrance is 7 feet and that of the harbor is 6 feet. No further 


information is available, 
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(4) Vine 

The entrance points of the Song Ka River, on which is located 
Benthul, are both low and sandy. On the northern ons is a small fort, and 
on the southern one 2 pagoda. 

The bar, which is composed of hari sand and subject to changes, extends 
over one mile seaward from the southern entrance point. In 1930 s channel 
“with a width of 164 feat and a depth of 12 fect was dredged across the bar. 
This channel is marked by buoys, which are moved es changes occur. At high 
water the channel is available for vessels drawing 18 feet. A more recent 
report states that the entrance channel is dredged to 8, feet, but due to 
silting constant dredging is necessary, 

— The port is open to junks or to very snall steamers, 

lights, buoys, tidal and storm signals are available at Bontinsi., 

(§) BANGOT: 

Camranh Bay, through which vessels pass to reach Bangoi, is one of 
the finest harbors on the coast of Anam, It is available to all classes of 
vessels ani offers secure anchorage at ali seasons. The bay is composed of 
an outer and immer harbor and ia surrounded by mountains> 

Grand Passage, the channel through the outer section of the bay, is 
nearly 1-3/l, miles wide between Tagne Island on the east and the small island 
of Hon Trung on the west. The passage has depths of 12 and 13 fathoms and 
is free of danger, 

Camranh Harbor, the inner part of Camranh Bey, is 8 milea in length by 
about ¢ miles in breadth. The deeper section of the harbor is about 3 miles 
long by 12 miles wide, is free of shoals, and has depths of 6 to 8 fathons. 

The harbor is easy of access and affords good and landlocked anchorage 
over good holding ground of mud. Le Goulet, the entrance, is nearly 3/k mile 
wide and has depths of 16 to 13 fathoms. 

There are lights, buoys, and storm signals available. 

(k) CAM PHA PORT's 

Gam Pha Channel leads northward to Cam Pha Port. The least depth 
in the channel is 2-3/4 fathoms, and vessels drawing 263 feet can anter the 


ports 
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There are beacons, buoys, and lights avallabie in the channel and 
harbors 
Pilotuge is compulsory. 
(1) PEI-LI, HATNAN: 
The approach to the harbor is through the open watsre of Pei-11 
Chiang. The depths are about 2h feet near the harbor entrance. Landnsariks 
are conspicuous. The harbor is entered past either ond of the detached 
breakwater. The northeastern entrance is 20 yards wide and the southwestern . 
entrence is 266 garde wids. Depthe in either entrance are 21 feet. 
(m) YU<LIN--SAN-YA, HAINANs 
The Land-locked nerthern part of Yuelin Chiang is separated from 
the southern part by a channel 120 yards wide and with a least depth of 28 
feet. The entrance to the river estuary at San-ya Chiang is about 100 yards 
wide and has depths of about 19 feet. 
Havigation aids are available; pilotage is not nesessary. 
Natural landmarks are rot conspicuous. 
3. What fuel oil stocks and fuel oi] storage facilities are currently 
available in these ports? 
Total petroleum storage capacity of Indochina anounts to 948,915 


parrels, digtributed as follows: 


Port . Sapacity in barrels 
Saigon 133 ° 832 
Haiphons 166,239 
Tourane 29 , 37 ig 
Phnom Penh 17,500 
Hanoi 1,970 

Total 94,8 5915 


 A& Tourane other tanks with a capacity of 37,70 


‘barrels are wider construction by the Shell O11 Company. 


Ce ond 
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The petioleum storage capacity at Saigon is distributed as 


follows: 
Product Capecity in barrsis 
Avgas 27,123 
Mogas 136,260 
Kerosene 72,185 
Gas of1 12,470 
Diese]. oil 178,083 
Fuel oil 121, 898 
Miscellancous 2.85, 83 


Total 7335 832 


Diesel oil is available at ?hnom Penh, but no bunker C oil] is 
available. There is no data on fuel 011 stocks at any of the other ports 
in Indochina. There is also no data on fuel oil stocks or storage for 
Pei-li, Heinan or Pel-hai, China. At Yuelin--San~ya, Hainan, a petroleum 
denct is known to have six storage tanks and something ovar 15,000 square 
feet of storage space. It is estimated that the storage tanks have a 
capacity of 45,000 barrels. 

Information follows on Port Wallut, Ream, Qui Nhon, end My Tho, 
which are considered to be as important as, cr more important than, the ports 
named in questions 1, 2 and 3. | 

(n) PORT VALLUT ; 


a 
&@ Berthage 


200 linear feet of lighter wharfage, at gat masonry 
quay, sulteble for handling general cargo. 

bo Lighters evailable -» lone 

c. Anchorage ana mocrines 


Protected anchorare NE and NW of harbor entrance 
for a totel of 2 standard ocean-btype vessels and 

kl coasters, in cood holding ground, 

One mooring wuor for a small ocesn-type vessel about 


900 fect M of quay. 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


Approved For Release 200135 4EK-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


do 


Bo 
(o) REAM 
#2 


Qo 


Q., 


Estimated military port capacity ~ 200 long tons per 
day, all by lighterage. 
Repair facilities - Two hauling-out ramps for s1all boats. 


(20° 30% N, 203° 38" E) 


Berthapa = Alongside cargo berths: 300 feet of lighter 
hevtases Fixed mooring berths: None 

Lighters available - None 

Anchorage ~- 10 destroyer or coaster anchorages. 
Estimated military port capacity ~ 100 long tons per day. 
Repair facilities = None 


#2 Harbor 


Bo 


be 


Co 


Go 


Approaches - Southerly approach free and clear with depths 
over 30 feet to entrance, westerly approach more difficult 
due to islands and shoals but has depth in excass of 60 feet. 
Channels ~ Main entrance from the south, width 2/3 of a 
mile, depth 21 fts Western entrance 14 miles width with 
depths of 22 feet. epths shoal to 15 fzet at the northern 
end of the harbor strait. 

Navigational aids - Two metal pylons indicate axis of 
entrance channel, No other navigational aids exist in 
vicinity of port. 

Harbor obstructions « None 

Phlotage ~- It is thought that pilotage is not required at 


“san. Vhnere is no information on availability oi pilots, 


#3 Petroleum ~ None 


(p) QUI _NHON (13° 40" N, 109° 257 5) 


#2 


a 


be. 


Ca 


Berthacs - Alongside cargo berths: 600 lin. ft. of lighter 
wharfege. Fixed mooring bertha: None 

Lighters available ~ Several lighter and junks, 

Anchorage = Berths for 9 coaster-type vessels. 


ae 2 B= 
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d. Sgtimated military port capacity ~ 600 long tons per day. 


@, Kepair facilities - None 
#2 The harbor which opens directly into the sea has no 


obstructions or restrictions in the approach. Is entered 
by a passage 600 feet wide and dredged to 16 feet. Depths 
in harbor fairway are from 72 to 18 feet. The harbor is 
well marked with lighted and unlighted aids and require 
pericdic dredging. 


#3 Petroleum storage - None 
(q) MY THO (210° 22° HN, 106° 21° 5) 
#2 


a Berthage - Alongside cargo Barthes 1,400 feet of lighter 
wharfage, Fixed mooring berths: - Hone 

bo Lighters available - Undetermined but several barges and 
numerous native small craft are available. 

So Anchorage ~ None 


d. Estimated military port capacity - 500 long tons per day. 
| 6 Repair facilitics - One 90 to 100 foct graving dock, limited 


minor repairs con be undertaken. 
#2 Harbor 

a. Approach = Approach to the Song Cua Tieu, the nost northerly 
of the Mekong mouths is used. 4 bar 10 miles to seaward has 
least depth of 8 feet and 4 miles width. ‘Inside the bar, 
depths are somewhat greater to My Tho. About 20 niles above 
the main approach the channel passes the Song Cua Dai, a 
distributary of the Mekong. The fairway from this point has 


a 10 ft least depth and 1,000 ft width, and extends 7 miles 
to My Tho where the river depth is l2 ft. off My Tho, 

bo Navigational aids - The fairway is unmarked. 

ce, Harbor obstructions - One sunken sloop off the northern side 
of Cu Lao Rong is only artifical obstruction to navigation. 

ad. Pilotage ~ Dilotage is necessary but there are no data on 


number or comnetency of pilots. 
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Aw What kind and quantity of supplies have been shipped to the Viet Minh 


by Commnist China and by other Soviet Bloc nations? Which routes are used 
primarily? What are the economic capabilities of Commmist China to supply 
Viet Minh? 
A. Trade with the Comamist Bloc 
1. Imports from Commrist China 

Reports from a variety of sources which in most cases cannot be 
evaluated suggest that within the past year Commmist China has sent the 
following supplies to the Viet Itinh: 

a. Arms and armunition: Mountain guns; anti~aircraft guns 3 light 
machine guns; heavy machine guns; field guns; howitzers; mortars; rifles, 
including Browning automatic rifles; pistols; rocket launchers; spare parts; 
anminitions THT and other explosives; fuzes; detonators; projectiles 3 
grenades and grenade throwers; and land mines. 

b. Commissary 

(a) Food: Rice; maize; dried sweet potatoes; cereals; and 
soy beans, flour, — 

(b) Clothing: Uniforms; cotton material; army blankets: cloth 
shoes; rubber shoes; steel helmets. 

c. Transportation and commmication equipments Trucks; tires; spare 
parts; gasoline; oils kerosene; radio sets ami ficld transmitters, 

d. Other: Medical and clinical supplies; X-ray metal testing 
equipment; balances; Sisctric meters; electric drills; files; abrasives; 
saw. blades; iron and stool for making cables; electrical distributing 
machinery; agricultural machinery; oxygen containers; oxygen-generating 
machines; gas masks; binoculars; industrial machinery, 

In spite of the fact that these reports frequently include quantity 
figures, the frequent over-lapping of the time teriods covered and, more 
important, the incompatibility of quantity designations {eog. rounds, cases : 
or tons of ammmition} make it impossible to reconcile quantity figures or 
to arrive at a meaningful total, Moreover, in a few cases where eross-checking 

2 Fu 
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of reported totals has been possible, the magnitude of the resultant 
discrepancy has cest further doubt upon the validity of the figures reported, 
2. Inperts from the USSR and other Soviet-bice nations 
No reliable information is available concerning direct trade between 
the Viet Minh and the USSR or other Soviet-bloe nations, Many of the itens 
imported ty the Viet Minh from China, however, are of Soviet or Soviet-blec 
manufacture. ‘Ve believe, therefore, that there is some trade sither directly 
- or indirectly and that such trade is of importance to the Viet }Minh, 
3. Supply routes 
Although inforuation concerning suppl; routes fron Commmist China 
to the Viet Minh is extensive, it is by no means conclusive, The most 
important supply routes apparently follor the nature]. invasion routes entering 
Indochina at Dong Dang or '‘'c Lung along the Kwangsi border and proceeding to 
Langson (by railroad or truck) or to Cao Dang (by truck). Low grade reports 
indicate that, on the Kwangsi side, supplies reaching or originating in Nanning 
are sent to the border via limgchow or Chingshi to Chemankuan and Plinghsiang. 
There is no reliable information concerning possible supply routes north and 
east of Nanning, 
4. Economic capabilities of Conmmist China te supply the Viol Minh 
Presently available informition doss not pemit a quantitative 
estimate of Chinese Commmist capability to supply the Viet Minh, It seems 
probable, however, that ultimate capability exceeds the present rate of 
assistance, Except perhaps for seme categories of specialized military 
equipment, the rate of supply is apt to be determined primarily by policy 
decisions concerning the extent to which it is desirable to sustain the Viet 
Minh at the expense of civilian sectors of the Chinese econory and of Chinose 
military efforts elsevhere, The outcome of the Korean truce negotiations will, 
therefore, bear directly om the future capacity of Commumist China to supply 
the Viet Minh, particularly with mmitions. 
RB. What kind end quantity of supplies of major importance have been shipped 
to the Viet Minh by non-Bloc nations? Which routes are used primarily? 
Because of the French blockade and the unavailability of exports from 
Viet Minh areas, it is unlikely that there is any substantial trade between 
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non-“onmunist bloc nations ana tiw Viet “inh. to figures are avaiable, 
nowover. There is probably a licited emount of trade between Jict inh 

Mu PLoaee Jigimasese-ucls areas in Vietnua, d¢snite Covermuent efforts te 
maintain a lend and sen bleckofe, Individuals whe have fleu irom Jict .inh 
Acreitory have stated, without confir.etion, thet trustuc /OFkeTS' (Vasiunist> 
Party wenbers are designated in ecch sector to cuncuct trade with non-Comaunist 
regions, and cuch trade ic supposed to be culvic!wutly lucrative tu arouse 


avorcd individuals, 


ry 


envy G.ong loss 
although the total voliae of sue. trade is probubly aov creat, it aay? OG 
of considerable ‘umowtatics to the Viet inh becauce of specisic shortages. 
Uncaivirmmed reverts sugcest that special efforts arc made to secure wedical 
supplics, fuel, and transportetion equipwent anc parts, 
There nave also been reports of arms suugcling between Jouiland anc Viet 
Linn areas, carried on by coastwise shipping to Comaumist-held arecs in Coc..ine 
China and overland throuch Cambodia, To estimates have bee. made of the 
volume of this traffic. 
C Which indochincse exports are o. major imp ortence to non-Lloc nations? 
rrincipal Indochinese ports are rice, coal aud rubber. vrowuchion of 
ali these commoditics has been drastically curtailed by destructiun o: equip- 
ment and transportation, by actual militery operations, ax in the case on 
rice, by Governmental restrictions onoxports. Only rubLer procuction has 
been restored to appraxinatecly its pre-war level, eduction o: acreage devoted 
to rice production in Vietna. has cut exports from a pre-war annual average 
n exeess of one million tons to 309,000 tons in 1951. It is unlikely that 
1952 exmorts will exeeed 00,00U tons. .xports from Cambodia are barmmed at 
present, partly cue to Years oF shortace ond partly to a nabionalistic drive 
to develo; local mil ving [scilities to replece the practice of ship inc 
puddy through the port of Saigon. 
“ven reduced exports of rice are vitel, however, Lecause of rice deficits 
in other Asian countries. ostoration of pre-war production levels would 
contribute importantly. to improveie.t of the presently critical Pood supply 


for large areas of the Far wast. 
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foe tociviles within Viet Jin territor 
Ravinte atin Baan ste ate anima Ae ne se at a: lapse aL Nahe 


Shere are tye types of supply dumps: those ectablished on the Lorder 
where the Viet .inh take delivery of the nétericl and t.ose established 
alonc the roads which run through the Viet sink zone. . 

1, Teapots csteblished on the Lorder are as follows: Thuy Cou (cost 
inportent}, i hau, Pong Mne, Nam “uan, Puc "oa, 

ae Nepots cstublished in the interior oi the Viet ..inh zone are as 
follLovs: la Sat, Gao Sy, Choi vol, iang Nina, Giang Tien, rane Uou, ha tlieu, 
Dink Ca, ba Nanc, Tayen usec, vay Tho, Shai Nguyen, and Yen Lay, The most 
iaportant o: these depots are Wiose al Na fac, Cao iy unc Dinh Ca, ‘he 1a Fae, 
oO ayy Tuyen vang, Binn Ca depots ure reserved for toc storing of arsauent. 
whe Daag Ninh andi ia ilicu depots are reserved mostly vor the storing of medicel 
atturviel, Tho Giang Tien end binh Ca depots are used wostly Jor quarternaster 
cusplie&, ALL of these depots (particularly Na fac) also svore gasoline. 

She quantity of supplies in those various dumps is not kno. 

is  Shockpites within Couth jing 

Inforaation concornine the Location of steck»iles in Coutb china, and 
tuc quantitdos om types of mutorial stored in this area, is, +c a ¢eneral 
rule, Limited to low-prede reports of doubtful reliability. furtlermore, the 
inforuation contuined in such reports is extremely fragneutary. .ven if the 
reports wore bocen at face value, they would provide insuslicient informs tian 
upon whieh to méke an estinate either oa. the quantities of material stored 
in any Civen Lecation or os the total inventories of material in tie entire 


Seouto China area or ony other area of Unink 


the generel tenor of the reports, uovuver, Indicates tet allitery sup; plies 
are stored in warehouses and storaje facilities in virtually ail of the princip:t 


towns and cities along the South Chin: rail net (Changsha, Jenmyang, Kukong, 


Canton, tavYeilin, Liucheu, Hanvine, ete.) as well as in numc. ous river toms 
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such as Tuchou and Huiyary. A number of reports indicate that military supplies 
are stored in the Whampoa area, the anshan Islands, ami Hainan Islam. Most 
reports concerning Hainan .re probably greatly exaggerated, In the Chine 
Inodchina border area, sto: spiles and/or warehouses (including caves, temples, 
and private residences vuic: have been converted into warehouses) have been 
reported in the Nengr.ng, iungchou, Fangeheng, Yamchow, Chinghsi, and Kunring 
areatt. 

Apart fror ,eneralized stataments that "military supplies" are stored in 
a particular ea, the reports indicate that a wide variety of military items 
are stockp]-od, including rifles, mortars, artillery pieces (including AA), 
ammrnitic:, feod, clothing, medical supplies, signal equipment, engineering 
equi at, POL, trucks, spate parts, explosives, and "strategic materials." 
r.re is insufficient information upon which to assess these categories with 
wespect, to quantity of a given category in any single location or the total 
quantity for the area as a whole. 


‘4. What is the military manpower of the Viet Minh? What is the recruitment 


potential? “hat are the limiting factors -- equipment, trained cadres. other? 


What are the replacenent policies of Viet Hinh? 
A recently released French study estimates that viltin their areas of control 


in Vietnam, the Viet Minh can draw on a population of 9,712,000. . Of this 
munber, 1,112,000 are males of nilitary age (18-li5) who are fit for combat. 
The study points out, hovever, that theoretical Viet Minh recruiting capabil~ 
ities are actually of littie importance, since the requirements for fighting 
troops; for administrative, cormmications » transport, and police sorvinos; 
and for procurement of food supplies indicate that the number of additional 
men available for the Viet Minh Army, above presently constitutea forces, is 
really very slight. The Viet Minh has difficulty, furthermore, in exploiting 
all manpower not controlled by ths French and Associated States particularly 
in remote and backward regions, On the other hand, the Viet Minh has been 
able to recruit some manpower located within the Red River Delta and in areas in 
Cochin-China which are surrounded by French Union Troops. 
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The Viet liint. uas tims fur reveated the cenpacity to replace combat 


casualties and other losses, although there are reports that the military man- 
power situation has recently deteriorated, both in terns of morale and availa- 
bility of replacement. Although unconfirmed thus far, these reports sugrest 
that increasin, mmbers of teenage youths are being drafted for military 
service, arc. that there have been relatively large-scale desertions from some 
units, The accuracy of these reports probably camot be ceternined prior 

to the endl of the summer rainy season, when fighting may be renewed on a scale 
lerger than at present. Even if the Viet Itinh is having difficulty meeting 
its manpower requirenents, it is probable that its regular urits will be 
reconstituted by the end of the 1952 rainy season. 

It seems likely that the Commnists will be able to maintain roughly 
the present degree of mobilization, in the absence of territorial gains by 
the Franco-Vietnamese forces, a reduction of supplies ami technical assistance 
from the Chinese Communists, or some unforeseen Sevelocues which severely 
reduced the food supplies available to the Viet Hinh, 

Increased mobilization, on the other hand, is inhibited by the 
necessity of maintainine existing levels of food and armaments production, by 
shortages of some types of military equipment, and by depletion of trained 
combat cadres in battle or through disease, It is probable that some tyzes 
of technical training, particularly in artillery and commmications, are 
being provided in China, and maintenance of the present degree of conbat 
efficiency is probably dependent on continuance of these forms of assistance. 

No information has been received concerning troop rotation and 
replacement policies of the Viet Minh, 

Bo hat is the extent of Chinese Commmist personnel assistance to the 
Viet Minh? . 
1. Chinese Commnist technical "advisors" with the Viet Minh: the 


number, training, status, fumction and influence of these people, 
2. Chinese Commmist Military "volunteers" with the Viet Minh: the 
mumber’, method of integration, command relationships, training, status, 


function and influence of these people, 


~28— 
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It has been fairly well established that Chinese Communist 
personnel --- instructors, technicians, political and military advisers, ami 
perhaps transport labor along major supply routes «= have been operating 
with the Viet Minh, Estimates on the extent of this personnel assistance, 
however, have varied widely. ‘hile the aversre of the several estimates 
in the past has been in the neighborhood of 10,000 to 15,000, there has 
been a gradual decrease during 1952, and the present strength estimate is 
roughly 5,000, This decrease was apparently attributable to the progress 
made by the Viet Minh in their organization, to the development of training 
camps in South China, and to the difficuities encountered in the presence 
of Chinese in Viet Ilinh zones, With respect to this latter point, it is 
felt that the Viet Minh, while not demring the necessity of Chinese 
Communist assistance, have been attervting to reduce the numbers of 
advisers and technicians in Viet Minh aones because of the possibility of 
& Yesurgence of tracitional antipathy among the Indochinese for the Chinese, 

There are no identified Chinese Commmist combat units in 
Indochina except for some units which may temporarily cross the northern 
Tonkin border for local operations from time to time. There are in addition, 


various border tribesmen (probably from both sides of the border) in Viet. 


Minh units. 


There have been frecuent references to a so-called "volunteer" 
force in South China crganiged to fight in Indochina if this should eventually 
become desirable, The specified mission, composition, organization and 
Sise of this force are not knom, 

The Viet Mirh may, in fact, pursue a deliberate policy of restricting 
contacts between Chinese persomel and the Vietnamese pomilation, in order 
to avoid arousing historic animosities held by most Vietnexese toward the 
Chinese. There are no confirmed reports of Chinese combat casualties, 
except for minor operations along the northern border, It appears, 
therefore, that Chinese Communist personnel operate primarily in conjunction 
with central administrative units and at higher command levels, am such 
a policy would definitely limit the capacity of the Viet tinh organization 
to absorb foreign specialists and acvisors. 
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The precise nature of the relationship vetreen Chinese Communist 
advisers end the Viet Kinh personnel with whom they operate is unclear. 
There is no evidence to suggest that Pei-pting has forced the Viet Minh 
leadership ints accepting personnsl assistance, amt the degree of direction 
or contol exercised by these specialists is unimom. 

Tt is probable that there are Chinese Commmrist agents opercting 
within the Chinese conmm.ty in Indochina, which is largely concentrated 
in the South Vietmam city of Cholon and its environs, and there have been 
mumerous, wiconfirmed, reports of special schools in China for training 
organizers and intelligence specialists for work in Indochina, Neither 
the number nor the functions of these specialists can be given. 
©. To what extent are Viet “inh technicians, including airforce pilots 
and mechanics being train.d by the Chinese Commnists? What type and how 
many specialized units have the Chinese Comrmmists trained? 

The Chinese Communists are reported to be training Viet Minh drivers, 
mechanics, and persennel for the more specialized units such ag artillery, 
signal corps, medical, and engineer. Most of this training is taking place 
in China, The mmber of units receiving this training is not snort: 


eegor: a 
S-E-C-R-E-T 


ase 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


. Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


SECRET 
Since earty 2950 the yigt Fink Mich Gommand has recruited spe ially qualified 
young, mets te take parachute, sir mechanics, and faying courses. fr 1950 it was 
elaimed that they possessed ebout 1C American aircraft, siaple and twis-engine, with 
na qualified personnel to Ply them. Ginace that time various revortr have ladiceated 
Yiet Minh cilet training at Chinese airfields in Kwangsi, Yunnan, end » sangbung 
Provinces. A recent unsubstantiated report alieged that Soviet, Chinese communist, 
and Viet Minh representatives had aeciaed that the Viet Minh had encnen air officers 
for the nucleus of an air force and that 250 aircraft would be subsequently transferred. 
A June 1952 report stated that 197 piiots from Indochina were sent te Pei-p‘ice, 
enroute te the USSR fer advanced pilet training. 
in nerthern Vietnam are airstrips which couid be used by a Viet Minh Air Porce, 
There .andiug strips are net more than 2,€0C “eet long, but would be adequate for 
the Luvoch Kin, Yak, and pi-2. Viet Minh headquarters are at Thai Nguyen Airfieha 
€2h-37N, 105-50E}, and instalation with slight military potential. Langson Airfield 
(23-50N, 106-169), the best field pearessed by the ¥iet Minh, could “+ mada servive- 
able for conventional-fighter and light-bomber operations in a maximum of seven days, 
An air-training program for Viet Finh personne} is being uncertaken by the 
Chinese Communists with advice and supervision from the Soviets. However, the French 
Air Force has, to date, received no air opposition fron the Vist Minh. 
¥. Foo! 
A, To what extent does Viet Mish meet its own facd requirement») What are the 
principal itens? The quantities? 
There i8 ne veliable information soncerning the extent to which food praduction 
in Communist-contro,led areas satisfies Yiet Mink food requirements. Although 
certain inf erences regarting the general agricultural situtation within Viet Minh- 
_eontreiled areas san be drawn from numercus propaganda broadcasts outlining 
agricultural policy, the meed fer intensified production, anc the impertence of the 
rice tax, and from the fact that rice erops have become important military objectives, 
no quantitalive data are avaijes*sschowing Viet Minh requirements and/or food 
production, It is probable, however, that the Viet Minh woula be unable to meet 
its food requirements in the absence of its present ability to caomanieex suoplias 
in regions nominally held by Francg-Vietnamese forces. 


Principe. food items in the Viet Minh diet are assumed to be generaily the 
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same as for Indochina ar «. whole, with rice and sat of primary importacece. Tt is 
believed that itens of seeerdary importance avaisable tc the Viet Minh include fitu, 
manice, Swest patatoas, Soy beans and various other veretablhes. Quantities are un- 
known. 


B, What additional food sesources would be availatie to the Viet Mink if it were te 
take all of Tonkin? Ald of Indochina? 

If the Viet Minh were to take ali of Tonkin the most important result in terms of 
feod resources would be the acquisition of the ricse~producing areas of the rich Red 
River Delta, the most productive in ali of northern Vietnan. They would aise pain 
zontrol of imnortant salt pans in the Lower river delta, At present, however, North 
Vietnam ls a rice-deficit area, so that selzure of 21] Tonk: would not, in the 
short run, solve the faad prablems of the VAet Minh. Current Shipments irc Sechin- 
China would presumably be tut off, and only extensive efforts te ancrease tota’ 
producticr. in the North would make the area self-sufficient 2n foodstuffs. 

If the Viet Minh were to gain control of ali Indochina, the Communists would not 

only Solve their own food supply problems, but have a potential rice surplus which 
presumably would be exported to the Communist bloc, In addition to rics supplies, 
important corn-produsing and cattle-raising areas in Cambodia would fall to the Viet 
Mish. 

C. How does rice production and supplies affect Viet Minh miiitary operations? 

Communist military overations are frequently undertaken primarily for the purpase 
of securing rice supplies, Current Viet Minh operations within the Tonkin delta appear 
to be designed chiefly te seize harvested rice and to secure recruits, The timing af 
the harvest seasons apparently aise effects Viet Minh mititary operations to some ex- 

tent, and Communist propaganda bvcadeasis have suggested that troops are frequently 
used, at critical times, to harvest and transport rice. itecent Communist ‘guerrilia 
activities in Cambodia have shown increasing Sonesneeatien in er Breas » 
D. To what extent are the Viet Minh forces dependent on food imports from Communist 
Cpina-and ather Bloc nations? Prom non-bioe nation: ? 

There are reports of focd imnorts from Communist China (see II,A), but no 
quantities are known, The tote? vclume of supplies shipped from Crina is believed. 
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to be sufficientiy lou, however. so tact foodstuffs prousbly anount to Little mols 
than efforts “o meet seasonal shortcges in the least preductive regions. 
There .8 no inforu-tion concerning possible food inports fron other countrics. 
VIo Military i rreduetion Capacity 
fo \hat are the principal areas in wich Viet Mink military supp Mies arc manus 
factured? vhat quantities and types of weapons and equipment are beins produced 
by the Viet Minh? 


Tos principal area of Yet sinh in which military supplies are boing manue 
factured is Tonkin. There is considerable manufacture of small orcs, includin: 
mortarc and bazeckas and also ancumi i for these weapons, tual no evidence of the 
nanufacture of heavier veapons ow their ammunition. The induttry Is very primitive 
and carricd on In a number of suall establishments with little eculpment. Because 
of thelr small size, the ectaplishnicnts are hiphly mobile and can meve to avoid 
capture. Tnasauch as ghortases of o¢:2 tumenty ray mcterials and technical lmowledge 
seriously rectrict the e¢apabilities of the incusomy, iL docs not meet the needs of the 
Vet Minh forces. [initec aounts of visidls, rifles, sutmachine guns, grenadec and 
smal arms aumimition are produced, Althe sgh Uncee amounts ore not sigaile or buffi= - 
cient, they supplement supplies frou China and serve to neet temporary cans in these 
supplics. 
Be Are the Viet Minh developing Northern Annan into a surong economic amt silitary 


tasthtionta Gantt naer eendine reancade onda tea aanhheede: Pibcat ncharennts 


base? 

The cevelomen of north Anran into a strong economic bare ivr the Viet Uinh 
Ze concidered uniikelye North Annan lacks the mincral reso recs for industry tba 
arc ford in “tondn » Also, the area «wld probably not be used ec a lerce supply 
base at it is located too far from sources of supply on the somone t Clyvinae-indo- 
china border. Because of power transportation facilities, it would be difficult to 


transport material overland to north Amam, The mevement of supplies by water from 


Hainan Island is diffdieult slso becanse of the Pronch navel blocitade. 


Co To what extent are whey capable of mcotiny . their oun requirencets uh! le maine 


teining t i@ present level of military activi ig 
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The Viet lin ere net considered capable of meeting thelr own requirencnis 


at toe present Jevel of military activity. ‘hey bave no resources for the manue 
facutre of heavy equipment or larve caliber ammunition and can only paridally suwert 
their requirenents in small arms end semuniticr 

VII. Political 


Ao Whet is the orga tauti enel 2 structure of the Cor wich reginc in ihe DRY e DRY 


(b) the Lien Victy ané (¢) the Workers Farty? Wu’ is _the state of mora:c 


anong Vict link leadership. snd amene the eoevintion within “het tMink-conu ae 
pal lnadane Set eect rships 


“ha fe 
ASAE DRIP ich a i aL ebe tttee 5tacener anaes owen cas She AAR AM A BRR RituD Si recnancmis Kae oP mene on 2 SEE 


terri: tory i the he extent of eonsolidat! ‘on of control over terri torles Bele by the 


LRN MI IE EE LE RTE tis ES, snd 


Viet iinhs the politicel, ecouonte and police inctrunerts of control; the excent 


Fifer hte ernkt a taal 

to which the regime js welcomed nd supported; the degree of power, if 

enjoyec by non-Germunict Derxty leadership; the present role oF NosChi-fiinhs the 
resent role of other Viet inh leaders; frictions, if any, existinc between 


the Viet Iinh wend the chinese communists 3 the exis egolence, if arm, of Viet think 
Pnationalist,” as distinvuisted From "Communist aspirations; the displacing. 
if my, of indigenous leadershs tp ar influence by Chinese pr "eSGure or perconsli- 
ties; tis (ie existence, if any, of frictions between Veiping and losrow conee ming 
superior influence over the L2V? 
the OQvanizational itructure of the Communist Regime 
the "DRV!. In gencral toms, the "DRY" appears to be evolving according 
to the pattern followed in other Comunist satellites. The process of consolidating 
control and organizing governrental functions gees on despite the nonecontic ity of 
cormunisteheld areas and che continuation of the war which has abst: most of the 
availatle hunan ami -atcrial resources of the rezion for almost seven years. 
the Severn: ment proper, hesded by ‘President? Go Shi Ninh, oetensibly functions 
through a cabinet which includes the usuzl ministries. Direction of the var effort 
is primarily in the hands of a Suprome Council of 'evional Defense, wich parently 
exercises power over the civilian sectors of the economy; as well as military plane 
aid operationg. the National Ascesbly, formed follewing the “elesiions! of oemuary 
i9hS, is not known te have funeticre: since» Government, therefore, is Ly decree 


of the Council of Ministers. 
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At lower levels, the principal : overmmental administrative orsons mre the 
Registance and idmin'strative Conct tlens established in Viet "ink Intergoesy, 7°0= 
Vinces, ani lecnlitiese These bodies presumably ere organined in sections sorrecpone 
ding to partieular vovermient Funcliors, Unt little is !omm somerming their actual 
Simucture cvxl operctior. In some inctances, military rorcanders ala oscuny poste in 
the civil adrvinistrations The propaganda and indes trinatLlon apparatus is organiga< 
tionally headed by the Information Service, with a Director of cabinet ranke 
The judicial system annesys te be aeveloping inte a system of "neaple's irihuncie 2" 
which has resulted in the displacement of Prench magistrates by officials whe reach 
decisions on the basis of the political objectives of the regime. 

' At the present time, the "DLV" constitution is reportedly being revised, with 
the declared objective of removing the remments of "bourgeois parlianentarianiane” 

fhe Lien Viet and The Jorkers! Party. The Lien Viet; or National United Fronts 

is an amalgamotion of political parties and nass organizations, It inzludes the 
Workers? (Sormmist) Party which, in fact, dominates its activities, and the Demo- 
eratic and Cocielist Parties which are apparently designed to secure the suppor t 
of non-Cormunist intellectuals for the "pry program, Jn adcitiony, “Front® groups 
representing occupational, cultural, and religious croups are affiliated with the 
iien Viet, and serve as a device for recruiting widespread partisipaljon in actiw« 
vilies iby. are sanetioned by the lendership which, wltine tel, is the Coumumist 
Party s 

Headed by an imeculive Jomnlutee comosed of representatives of the constituent 
organizations, the Lien Viet is organised at aniersonc, provinet al, and local levels 
paralleling the goverment structure, Apparently, the Lien Viet corrvittee at any 
particular level is suyposed to ssordin te its activities with the programs of the 
corres;-onding Resistance ard Adranistrative Comittee, in addition to Leing responsible 
for carrying out special taske aseigned by the =xecutive Tommittce of the Lien Viet 

Workers" (Commmist} Party. ihe Workers’ Party declares itself to be te 
Pleading clenent in the notional otruggle for indereriores, and igs acknowledged +o 
be the source of ultimate puidance by all adevinictrative and “frontt group orrani« 
zations. It is therefore, cs im other Communist states, tie key to tha actual operation 
of the entire govermontel ctructure. Control is maintained privarily by placing 
FP: nembers in Key pocltiors in a1 soevernnentel and mass orvanization write. Tn 


te cabinet, for example, sore ministers ore non-larty people, bul in all inese caces 


A Bey 
a 


it appears Lbat the viceeminister ia a Party member. Party merbere are charged wit! 
t 

seizing "leading roles” in s3] creenigations te which they belons. 
=3h- 
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Reported figures for Party membership vary so widely that no adequate 
estimate is possible, nor is it know whether membership is increasing. The 
Party apparentiy penetrates the military services by a system of political 
comissars {in some instances the military commander serves in both capacities), 
but the ratio of Party members to total troop strength has not been established, 
The preeige menbarshin of the Tongbo, or Folitburo, is uncertain. 

Viet Minh Morale and Internal Controls 

“Tn their public utterances, Viet Minh leaders radiate confidence, although 
no effort is made to disguise their belief that a protracted struggle, involv- 
ing many hardships, will be necessary before the "completion of the revolution" 
will be achieved. The ability of the Viet Minh to hold off the forces of a 
major world power for almost seven years, and the consolidation of Commmnist 
control in a powerful neighbor to the North, must lend encouragement to the 
leadership, Although the leaders’ current estinates of capabilities and 
prospects cannot be surmised, there is no evidence that doubte, if any, have 
been communicated to the population at large. 

Ths existence of diecontent among Some segments of the population in 
Communist-controlled are. is revealed by continuing defections and by the 
constant stream of Viet Iinh propaganda attempting to justify and explain the 
hardships which must. be endured during the. present stage of the struggie. There 
are some indications that intellectuals, as a group, are among the most 
disillusioned and frustrated elements in the population «- presumable because 
they better understand the implications of Comawmist control of the Viet Minh 
soreeadt and because their position in society is jeopardized by the necessity 
for conforming to Party structures. Popular dissatisfaction attributable to 
repressive controls may be increased by awareness that economic conditions are 
generally better in free areas than in the Viet Minh zones. 

Consolidation of Communist control has proceeded despite some discontent. 
There have been no effective uprisings in areas firmly held by the Viet Minh. 
It is clear hak the Communists rely on a conbination sf coercion and persuasion 


to maintain loyalty, or at least effective control, but the extent of voluntary 
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cooperation is not clear. Political controls involve the sanctions imposed 
by operation of the standard Comumist system of public denunciation, 
confession, and tguided"” re-dedication, augmented by Party penetration of 
all organizations and by police controls. 1% is not known just what role the 
Viet Minh military arm plays in the maintenance of internal order. Economic 
controls seen to be relatively effective as they relate to the organization 
of production for war purposes and the collection of taxes from the population, 
although it is apparent that there has been considerable resistance to the 
method of collecting taxes in kind and to the magnitude of the levics. In 
fringe areas, which are often controlled by French forces by day ard by the 
Viet Minh at night, Coamahint exactions represent double taxation, which is 
undoubtedly resented but often complied with as a form of protection. 

There are clearly many Vietnamese who still believe that thse Viet Minh 
represents the true nationalist force in Indochina, and who therefore support 
the regime despite possible dissatisfaction with the deprivations which the 
war demands. The longer effective Viel Minh occupation of large areas continuss, 
the more successful will be the Communist program of indoctrination and re- 
education. These efforts are being directed primarily at youth, and it appears, 
that, in general, the most enthusiastic support for the Viet Minh comes from 
younger elements in the population. 

Intra-Elite Relationships of the Regine 

Non-Communist elements within the leadership of the Viet Minh appear to 
exercise very little effective power. The Democratic and Socialist Parties 
have been maintained, apnarently to preserve the appearance of an opportunity 
for non-Communist political activity, but in fact the programs of these parties 
coineide completely with the official "Zine" of the Viet Minh, The extent to 
which this support and cooperation is voluntary cannot be ascertained. Non-Party 


officials appear to be effectively controlled by their Communist associates. 
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the present status of Ho Chi Minh is not definitely knowne He has been 
variously rcporied, within the past year, au dead, in failing health, mite robust, 


still in effective leadersiip of the movererts reduced to ficurehead status behind 
the Stalinist *ruont Chinh (Secretary Gencral of the torkers' Party), on trips to 
China and foscow, and siill at Wet Minh hescauarters in North Vietnam. The Various 
reports cannot be evaluated. 

Tt is clear, however, th:t No remains the symbol of the "resistance, " kept 
before the population as a figure to be revered and emulated. There are ne present 
indications that the prospect of a chance in leadership, or ite actuality, has 
brought about significant changes in the course of the revolution or its ultimate 
objectives. | 

Apart from Ho Thi tinh, Ube outatanding Viet ‘inh leaders include: Yo Nguyen 
Giap, Cormander-in«Shief of the .rmed Forces; Than Yan Dongs Vice-Pfrenisrs Truong 
Shinh, seeretary General of the Workers’ Party; Moang Croc Viet, Shairaan of the 
Geneval Federation of Labor3 and Ton Duc Thang, fresident of the iden Met Fron . and 
of the National Assembly. The nature of the relalicnchips amen these ton leaders 
is not will know, nor has it been ascertained whether there are individmils of less 
public prominen-e who occupy eq civalent vos! tions in term: of actual powcr. 

External Telations of the Viet Linh 

Viet inh relaticnchips with Cormunist China characterived by achnowiedgment 
of China's "leading role" in the Asien Communist movement and of the value of Chinese 
experience 3s the prototype of successful revolution in "colonial" lands, No son= 
elusive evidence of frictiors betwoen Thinese Communist and Viet Minh leadership 5 
come to light. It has been reported that sone Viet Minh leaders oppoce chincse inter= 
vent on ard sanport Por the struggle in Indochina, but it is not knoum whether such 
a viewpoint, if it existe, reflects ar Lagonism toward the Chinese Commmist 1: sder= 
ship or sens: vivity to gencral Vietna ese animosity toward Chins, particunrly in the 
form of a lenr of revived Uiinese 1 cpcerilalisne | 

Tt de eulte cortair that “nationalist” aspirations contirue to motivate l-rge 
nunters of supporters of the Viet Tinh repine, uhose fundanente 1 4 ecire is an end 


te French political influem:e in Indechinzs ‘the Viet Minh leadership, however, 
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appears to have acce:ted ultimate Stalinist goals and methods, although realisation 
of these goals dintates the achievement of nations? unity and "independence" as > 
first step. Eiforis to crcate publie awareness and cer pens of Soviet and thincse 
leadership asear to be inercasing, although primary enphasis continues to be pinced 
on the dorwatic sivuation and the tasks which it AIDOCES » | 

‘he extent to which sameptance of Chinese Somumict political, military, and 
technical advisors has sant a reduction in the Viet Minh leadershig's power of 
decision ie wimown. Since Viet Minh and “rinese Gmmmist cbjectives vis-a-vis 
Indochina appear to coincide & the present time, it is possible that present re= 
Lationships are genuinely cooper tive and represent voluntary acceptance of advice 
by the Viet [iinh. 

No friction between Vioscoy and Seispting over primacy of influence over %he | 
HORY"® has come te light. when a “DRY ambassador to Mosccw vas appointed in the 
epring of 1952, it was sugrested in some reports that the step indicated Soviet 
fears lest Chincse influence beceme predominant. Tt appears, however, that estavlish- 
ment of the mission was a normal developnent wich surpri. singly had been delayed 
two years after Sovict "reeepnition™ of the "DEV! and the orenimy; of a "Pav" mission 
in Pei-pling in 1950. The Wet ‘inh aclmowledztes its ultinnte Loyal ty to the Goviet 
Union and to Stalin, while emphasizing the "special pesi tion® which Communist China 
occupies in relalion to the Asian Communist movementc 
Bo What is the net economic crain of Indochina on France? what is the total fiscal 
burden of its Indochina na policy or the French povernment? Uhat part. of the cost of 
maintaining the _FrancowVactmaes’ _ position is borne by the govern ont of Vietnan? 

Because of the ebsence of acequale statistical maLemal, cartievlorly for the 
Associ:ted Sates, it is net noesible, -1 present, to asces5 the net. economic drain 
on Prance or the ‘ssocinted States resulting fron the precent var effort in indostina. 
The principal cape incinde figures for the National Budret of Vietnam, actual Prench 


expenditures in Indochina, anc tre precise current balance of aynerts s rooludion of 


the Associcted States. 
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4 The direct finbaciai cost of meintaining the Frenco-Tietnane se pee sition, 


£ 


reflected in sAkital ry apSropriations, ex: be aporozh rer 
of SOV. com tioning Qlemonts is unknoam., These facteurs ena 
13 lareeaascll cestruction of comonie wealth in 7 docking; 
2. ‘The consoquenees of diverting manpower and good 1a to wer purores 55 
3. The loss, to both France and Indochina, which results from the drastic 
curtailment, of riee exports attributable to the war; pees 
4. The ultimate econuti¢ impact af French local preourenent in the 
OG LOtGC Stables; | 7 
3. divilaan tad malitery remittances to France ; 
& profits ou Yrench cunmercial aaa a in Indechina mee reportedly, 


are boiny witha ram at an increasing rate. 

In terms of direet financial cost, the French wilitary bud ot for 1552 allocates 
L7Q@ bilaion francs (35, 31,340 million) for the ngidtary effort in Indochine. (the 
conve reno rates used are 20 plastres to the dollar, 17 pi astrs Bre) hc franc, | ang 


35G feance to the dollar. The piastre is cenerclly believed te v2 overval Tued in 


relation tu the celta.) This figure reportedly includes 332 billion france for. 


x 


aii bbl 


French ground forces, 71 billion francs for air and navy, and 63 billion franes 


as 6ulsidy for the National Armies of the ‘ssociated States, Th: viv i Turlge 
the High Comiissa: ist for FY 195] amounted! to appro: quis telly v Dillion francs. ; 
As long as the princinal theaters of war are in Hetnan, the defen appropri a 


tions of Laos end dambodia represent very smell fractions of the | total ! inancia al 
2 | 


cost. The Tetaanase éontri bution ean only be coproxzim.ted. heconatiic bo a ‘ tranco~ 
J p? | onding Oo 


Vietaasess apree encnt, the Covernnent of iatndn is supposed to ail ocate AG: of 

its revenucs for defense purposes. It is LeLived that, in 195 - this iigure 
represented « conzituent of about 770 million piastres {13.1 billion . fron nes). Tn | 
addition, sone fraction of the Vietnamese civil Ludget { totaling apgre wsinately 
1,450 million piastres un 1952) represuntcd wilitar,-support. ee -- for, 


propaganda, admini stration of newly pacified areas, ete, Lo official 1952 figures 


have been made avaliable, There are sone. indications, } i evry thet tiie tietn: 


military budget, sneaing ae French contribution, sill total about 5,800 aiLioa 
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estes (95.6 biliica situs), aa! Trench estimates surest that Viet tnamese 
appropriations arc expectod to rise to roushly 1,235 million piastres fa Liltion. 
Ae Aes Virtia.ose app¥opriations for props pence and pacifi ication works ere 

vY meat eiso inereesing. 

These figures , Which cre only approximete, sucrcest a eiotnioesi contribution 
te the inte amen uo. the *syunce-Vietnamese position in the neic Luczhood of S75 
abllion, Ai contrast with a French Pinancicl | commitment of soacthing Loss then 
US $1,3h0 at2lion and American military and economic assistrnce ht ch & mis reach 
“ESO million. The indicated ficure of 3-55 as the Vietnia: soe contri rua on to 
the total airect financial cost takes no account of the fact that the war is being 
fougnat on Vietnexese soil, wits the attendant economic destruction and dislocation. 


Cc. what 4s the nature of 


“Lotnamese political activity in Franee, Lone Kong, 


ara Troe l Mritain? 


ho are the ringipid yereonalities engarcd in such activity? 


aa Victnane se political Lebivi ig in Trance 


Yietnas i: at present officially represented is 2 France vy a igh Con 


missioner » Prince Bus Lee, and his staff. Decause of the ‘seculiar sitnetion 
created by the hostilities in “Setnam and the stili tevolubicnary” che aracter 
ot diplomatic representation within the French Union, Lae ounetion of THis 
delogation a s-a-vis the : Trench Covern: vent has seemed in “ne past to be more 
in the field of protocol than o. voliticsl afrairs, Ue information has bean 
roceived concerning * the rilctionchiy, to any, betwoon this eiecatien and 
Victiauese residents ina oversuns orgenicetion in France, 

(a) Groupencnt Permanent des Etudiantes Victnamie. we s——B woe en's organiza 
tion reportedly foundcd in seis or Februery + 1998s 

(b) feveral assenbly of the Cong-than-workers' grou; 

(c}) Moi du Nou Sinh Viet-Nam—-a students! organization in variss 

(a) Republican Club—said to Mave been forme a in Kovenver 1951 under 
the leadership of General Xuan. ‘ ak | | 
There ig no information concerning the uouberchip, polities] sentiments, 


policies, oF activitics oi vhese groups. 


“hos 
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2. Viet Minh political ectivity in France 
It has been reported that earlier Viet Minh organizations in France 
which were tanned after French recognition of Bao Dai continue to exist 
4n the form of an "Asucciation des Vietnamiens residents er France." The 
president of this organization is sllegsd to be Do Dai Phuoc and the secretary, 
General Huynh Trong vouz. tis report has never been confirmed and there is | 
no information concerning the activity of this or other Viet Minh groups in 
France. | 
3. Vietnamese political activity in Hong Kong 
No information is available concerning Vietnamese political activity in | 
Hong Kong. 
4, Vietnamese political activity in Great Britain 
(a} Goverment of Vietnan 
Vietnan 1s represented in Great Britain by its accredited Minister, 
tiguyen Khac Ve. No information has been received concerning the activities 
of the mission however. 
{b) Vict Minh 
In mid-1951 the following Viet Minh organizations were reported to be 
functioning in Srsat Britains 
(1) Union of Vietnamese Students under the leadership of Ton That 
Thien and ‘ruven My Dien; | 


(2) Overseas Lien Viet headed by Vu Van Que and Nguyen Van Tac, 


No recent information has been received concerning Viet Minh organizations 


in Great Britain and nothing is known about the political activity of Viet Minh 


supporters there. 
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